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Dear Senator McGuire,  

 

We are writing to respectfully request the Senate Judiciary Committee conduct a hearing 

regarding growing public safety concerns among the citizens of the Municipality of Anchorage.   

 

Collectively, we represent over 100,000 Anchorage residents, and many constituents have 

contacted us recently expressing concern over increasing crime and violence in Anchorage. The 

Municipality has seen what appears to be a significant increase in criminal violence in recent 

months.  With numerous targeted shootings already reported this calendar year, many believed to 

be drug-related, it is clear Anchorage is facing a public safety crisis.  In January 2015 alone, the 

Municipality of Anchorage saw 31 shootings, more than twice the number experienced in 

January 2013 or January 2014.  

 

The concern over this issue has risen to the level that a special task force was established this 

past January by the Anchorage Police Department. However, since that time numerous additional 

major incidents have been reported.  Indeed, many of our constituents have begun to express 

worries about the safety of their families in their neighborhoods and homes.   

 

Public safety is a top priority for us and we know you share this as a priority.  As Alaska’s 

largest city and travel hub for residents from throughout the state, it is important that Anchorage 

is a place where residents and visitors can feel safe and unafraid.  While public safety in 

Anchorage is ultimately within the jurisdiction of the Municipality, we believe it is incumbent on 

us to look for ways we can assist our constituents.  Whether through the passage of legislation to 



assist in this problem, or by appropriations from our limited budget to strengthen public safety as 

we have done many times in the past, it is our duty to address the safety concerns of Alaskans. 

 

We believe a legislative hearing would help our community and the legislature better understand 

this urgent public safety issue and provide an opportunity to explore possible legislative 

solutions.  It is our hope that this hearing not be focused on pointing fingers, but rather on 

finding cooperative solutions. 

 

Thank you for your consideration of this request, and we look forward to working with you on 

this matter. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Senator Bill Wielchowski  Senator Johnny Ellis  Senator Berta Gardner 


