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Senate President Meyer  

Alaska State Capitol Rm. 111 

Juneau, AK 99801 

Dear President Meyer, 

With only ten days left in the regular session, we are growing concerned that a critical piece of 

legislation is being left behind. HB 126, the bill updating the Alaska Code of Military Justice 

(ACMJ) has languished far too long without a hearing. 

The bill will bring the ACMJ in line with nationwide standards. Currently, Alaska’s military 

code predates statehood and is virtually unusable.  

The Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) has served as the foundation of military law in 

the United States since 1950 when passed by Congress. The UCMJ provides standard procedures 

and substantive criminal laws for U.S. military service members.  In 2005, the Department of 

Defense approved a model state code for states to consider adopting. Since then, 17 states have 

updated their own code, each with particular adjustments made to accommodate the state’s 

individual needs. 

HB 126 came about after the National Guard Bureau issued a report in 2014 that found the 

Guard is “not properly administering justice” in investigating or adjudicating Guard member 

misconduct cases. Fear of reprisal had eroded the trust and confidence in the Guard leadership, 

the report found, and the Guard did not have a formal means for coordinating with local law 

enforcement. Adding to that numerous reports of misconduct from Guard members, it became 

abundantly clear that Alaska needed a working code of military justice. The Alaska National 

Guard made it their priority to establish a code of military justice to ensure the safety of all 

Guard members, regardless of rank. 

The ACMJ provides for new, expanded disciplinary powers for the Alaska National Guard to 

address service members through courts-martial and non-judicial punishment. Currently, the 

Guard may only take administrative action. The new code allows for non-judicial punishment 

including fines, reprimand, forfeiture of pay, extra duties, restrictions or reduction in rank, and 

allows for courts-martial.  



 

HB 126 was introduced by the House Judiciary Committee on February 25th of last year. It was 

supported by all members of the committee and passed the House unanimously. The new 

processes proposed by the bill provide for consistency throughout the military, and now, the 

Alaska National Guard. The Guard strongly supports the bill and has made it clear the ACMJ 

allows for “good order and discipline” to be maintained throughout the ranks. SB 59, a 

companion bill, was introduced on February 23rd, 2015. It has never received a hearing.  

 

We respectfully request action on this bill as soon as possible to ensure passage this session. 

Changing the culture is a slow process. It starts with ensuring there is one set of rules that 

everyone obeys, no matter where they are in the chain of command. HB 126 is a vital tool for the 

Alaska National Guard, and creates a military justice system that is easily understood by all 

service members.   

 

We ask for your support in taking action on this critically important piece of legislation.  

 

 

      
 

Sen. Berta Gardner  Sen. Bill Wielechowski 
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