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Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
4 October 2013 
 
 
Dear Governor Parnell, 
 
Fall is upon us, and with it, the implementation of the Affordable Care Act. While many 
provisions of the Act have yet to take effect, one of the more important changes, the health 
insurance marketplace, has just come online October 1st of this year. With this deadline 
only recently passed, we believe now is the appropriate time for your administration to 
address a variety of questions Alaskans have regarding the state’s role in ensuring a 
smooth transition into a more affordable, efficient health care system.  
 
We’ve heard, mostly from media sources, that the exchanges have yet to be set up and that 
your administration decided not to participate in any decision-making processes that 
would have allowed for an Alaska-specific exchange. While we question the wisdom of 
giving up Alaska’s ability to have an exchange specifically designed for and adaptable to 
Alaska’s unique needs, that decision is past, and we hope to have a more public and open 
discussion about expanding Medicaid in Alaska. 

According to a study by The Society of Actuaries, Alaskans are among the least insured in 
the nation with 20.6 percent of our state living without health insurance. The study found 
that, should you decide to accept the Medicaid expansion, the percentage of uncovered 
Alaskans would drop to just over 8percent.  
 
It is critically important for legislators, as well as the public, to have access to the 
information the administration is using to make its decision with regards to the Medicaid 
expansion. We ask that your administration finalize the Alaska DHSS sponsored Lewin 
Medicaid Expansion Recommendation Report so that Alaskans can more fully understand 
the issues and benefits.  



 

 
It is understandable that the state should be wary of attempts by the federal government to 
establish unfunded mandates. But, the federal government has established a clear funding 
plan that extends beyond 2020. The Alaska Native Tribal Healthcare Consortium found that 
under the Medicaid expansion, a small state investment of $23.4 million over the next 
seven years would benefit Alaska with basic health care for 40,000 currently uninsured 
Alaskans, 4,000 new jobs, $1.2 billion more in wages and salaries paid to Alaskans, and 
$2.49 billion in increased economic activity throughout the state.  
 
We fear that partisan politics and a lack of leadership on this issue will leave Alaskans with 
many more questions than answers about health care reform. Worse, thousands of 
Alaskans could be left behind while residents in similar situations in other states access 
low-cost health care. We value the work of the United Way and the Alaska Native Tribal 
Healthcare Consortium in taking the initiative to hire “navigators” to help Alaskans 
understand this complex policy better, but these agencies should hardly be expected to 
bear the burden of leading the state into a more effective health care system. The United 
States Congress passed the Affordable Care Act, and the United States Supreme Court has 
upheld that enabling legislation, making it the law of the land. Whether we support the ACA 
or not, we owe it to our constituents to give them the best and complete information they 
need to comply with the law.   
 
We look forward to reading your administration’s report on Medicaid expansion.  
 
Cordially,  

      
Senator Berta Gardner    Senator Johnny Ellis 

     
Senator Hollis French     Senator Bill Wielechowski 

 

 

 


