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Introduction 

Senator Johnny Ellis 

from Senator Johnny Ellis, Senate Democratic Leader 
  With the first session of the 28th Alaska State Legislature concluded, my colleagues and I in the 
Senate Democra c Caucus wish to provide  Alaskans with an update on our progress in working towards a 
brighter future.   

  Our caucus proudly stood with urban and rural senators from both par es to oppose the Governor’s 
oil wealth giveaway.   With our counterparts in the House, we introduced a comprehensive tax reform 
package that provided incen ves  ed only to new oil produc on and targeted credits to unconven onal oil 
reservoirs, which is the key to fostering robust produc on and development on the North Slope  for Alaska’s 
next genera on.   This comprehensive plan echoed our cons tuents concerns that we fulfill our du es to the 
Alaskan Cons tu on and develop our resources for the maximum benefit of the people.    We joined ci zens 
from across Alaska in Homer, Sitka, Soldotna, Fairbanks, Anchorage, and Juneau in simultaneous rallies  
opposing the giveaway.   

  House and Senate Democra c legislators also fought to maintain the ins tu on of public educa on.  
At a joint hearing of House and Senate Democra c leadership, we listened to dozens of Alaskans distressed 
about the future of public educa on and con nued erosion of classroom resources placed on our schools by 
flat funding.  We stopped dangerous legisla on to authorize school vouchers for private and secular 
educa on which would destabilize public schools .    We also pushed hard to make investments in early 
childhood educa on programs which make children more likely to succeed in school and make posi ve 
future contribu ons to our economy.   

  Addi onally, our caucus  worked diligently to protect women’s rights, honor military service by 
promo ng veteran employment, and champion the services and programs essen al to our most needy and 
vulnerable ci zens.   We will con nue standing up for you.   



Senator Johnny Ellis 
Serving Airport Heights, Downtown, Fairview, Government 

 Hill, Mountain View, Russian Jack, and South Addition 

ANCHORAGE — Senate District I 
Co-Chair Autism Task Force Committee, Rules Committee, Committee on 

 Fighting the Giveaway 
 Along with other Democratic legislators, I proposed an oil tax framework 
requiring production for any tax reduction.  I support resource management that 
follows our constitutional mandate to develop resources for the maximum benefit of 
the people.  The Governor’s giveaway bill raids the Alaskan treasury with no 
guarantees of increased production and benefits to Alaskans.  Founding father Vic 
Fischer and former first lady Bella Hammond are leading an effort collecting 
signatures to repeal this law.  I am supporting their efforts however I can.   

Public Education 
 I joined with my fellow House and Senate Democratic leaders to hold a  “Save 
Our Schools” hearing.  Alaskans packed two committee rooms, the halls, and called 
in from across the state to testify and oppose the fourth straight year of flat funding 
for public schools.  Working together, we stopped school voucher legislation that 
would potentially authorize public money to pay for unaccountable private and 
secular schools.  I will continue to fight for public education, it is the backbone of 
our economy and affords all our children the best opportunities to succeed.   

Silver Alert! 
 I am pleased to announce both the House and Senate unanimously passed a bill 
I championed alongside Rep. Max Gruenberg to create an “Amber Alert” type system 
for seniors, veterans, and adults with disabilities who are missing and believed to be 
in danger.  This legislation was a major priority for senior citizen organizations and 
advocates for Alaskans with developmental disabilities and traumatic brain injuries.  
By helping law enforcement find missing vulnerable adults more quickly, Alaska’s 
“Silver Alert” will save lives and money.   



http://alaskasenatedems.com/ellis 

http://facebook.com/SenJohnnyEllis 

http://twitter.com/SenJohnnyEllis 

Sen.Johnny.Ellis@akleg.gov 

(907) 269-0169 • 716 W. 4th Ave Ste. 510, Anchorage, AK 99501  

To the left: Senator Johnny Ellis speaks during the “Stop 
the Giveaway” rally in Juneau.  Above: Senator Ellis 
offers historical context during the oil tax debate on the 
senate floor. 

Above: Senator Johnny Ellis with “Silver Alert” supporter 
AnnaBelle Stevens.  Below: Senator Ellis listens to Majority 
Leader John Coghill along with Senator Hollis French, 
Senator Lyman Hoffan, Bill Wielechowski and Gary Stevens. 

  NEIGHBORHOOD CAPITAL PROJECTS 
Mtn.	View	Boys	&	Girls	Club	Renovation		‐		$778,000	

The	Mountain	 View	 Boys	 and	 Girls	 Club	will	 receive	much‐
needed	funding	for	building	upgrades.	

Fairview	Recreation	Center		-		$398,000	
Fairview	 Recreation	 center	 will	 also	 get	 a	 grant	 to	 make	
building	repairs	and	interior	upgrades.	

Mtn.	View	Dr.	Pedestrian	Lighting	-		$1,000,000	
Pedestrian	 lighting	will	be	constructed	between	Taylor	St.	&	
Boniface	

Mtn.	View	Community	Council	Cleanup		-				$16,536	
Mountain	 View	 will	 receive	 money	 for	 its	 neighborhood	
cleanup	project	

Pavement	Rehabilitation			-		$602,000	
Roads	throughout	our	community	will	have	potholes	 ixed	
and	get	signi icant	surface	improvements.	

Alaska	Museum	of	Science	&	Nature			-		$200,000	
This	neighborhood	museum	will	be	getting	building	upgrades.	

American	Legion	Bartlett	High	Safety	Improvements	&	
Handicap	Accessibility		-	$875,000	
Almost	$300,000	for	neighborhood	school	upgrades	



Senator Hollis French 
Serving Turnagain, Sand Lake, and Jewel Lake 

ANCHORAGE — Senate District J 

Resources Committee, Transportation Committee,  
Administrative Regulation Review Committee 

Auditing the Auditors 
  Five and a half years have passed since ACES was enacted, yet only a few of the tax 
returns filed by the oil industry have been audited by the Department of Revenue Tax 
Division.  I asked the Legislative Budget and Audit Committee to look into this and they 
authorized an audit.  Look for a report later this year on whether our state tax auditors 
have the resources and the know-how to effectively audit oil company tax returns. 

 

Cook Inlet Gas 
 Providing a low-cost, long-term energy solution for the Anchorage bowl remains one 
of my top legislative priorities.  Fortunately, Cook Inlet houses massive reserves of gas.  
This session I introduced Senate Bill 67 to stabilize needed gas supplies to the area.  SB 67 
extends income tax credits for entities that develop gas storage for use by consumers. 
Additional storage will provide a steady supply of gas for consumers during high-use winter 
months. Current storage areas can be expanded, and there are several potential sites for 
additional storage in the Cook Inlet area.  This bill extends the current sunset date of 
January 1, 2016 to January 1, 2020. This allows time for additional projects to be 
developed and brought into service, a process that can take several years. 

 

Early Education 
 The evidence is overwhelming and conclusive:  pre-Kindergarten programs 
dramatically improve outcomes for children.  Long-term studies have shown that children 
who participate in a quality pre-K program do dramatically better in school, have higher 
graduation rates, and are more likely to succeed in a variety of ways.  Parents should be 
able to choose this educational option for their children.  To support this choice, I 
introduced Senate Bill 15, which allows school districts across the state to offer voluntary 
pre-Kindergarten programs to Alaskan families. 



http://alaskasenatedems.com/french 

http://facebook.com/hollis.french.3 

http://twitter.com/hollis_french 

Sen.Hollis.French@akleg.gov 

(907) 269-0234 • 716 W. 4th Ave Ste. 520, Anchorage, AK 99501 

  NEIGHBORHOOD CAPITAL PROJECTS 
Residential	Pavement	Rehibilitation		‐		$1,000,000 

78th	Avenue	Upgrade		-		$1,000,000	
Brentwood	Drive	Drainage	-		$500,000 

Dimond	High	Improvements		-				$322,000 

Gladys	Wood	Elementary	Improvements			-		$220,000 

Balto	Seppala	Park	Upgrades			-		$210,000 

Jewel	Lake	Park	Fishing	Dock		-	$60,000 

Study,	Survey,	and	Potential	Treatment	of	Elodea	in	
Sand	Lake	-	$40,000	
REGIONAL PROJECTS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Continuation	of	construction	on	UAA	and	UAF	
Engineering	Buildings	‐		$30,000,000 

Project	 80’s	Repairs	 (Sullivan	 Arena,	 Loussac	 Library,	
Performing	Arts	Center)		-		$37,000,000	
Ted	Stevens	International	Airport	-		$35,000,000 

Alaska	Railroad	Improvements	-				$19,000,000	

To the le : Senator Hollis French warms up a crowd during the Stop 
the Giveaway Rally. Above: Senator French in a Department of Law 
budget subcommi ee mee ng. 

Above: Senator French talks with a cons tuent at 
his district pizza party.  Below: Senator French 
speaks on the Senate floor.   



Senator Berta Gardner 
Serving Spenard, Midtown and U-Med 

ANCHORAGE — Senate District H 

Education Committee, Select Committee on Legislative Ethics,  
Special Committee on TAPS Throughput, World Trade Committee 

Gasline 
 House Bill 4 gave immense, unprecedented power to the Alaska Gasline Development 
Corporation to build a small gasline from the North Slope to Cook Inlet.  The enabling legislation 
eliminated consumer protection in not requiring “just and reasonable rates” for shipping gas used 
in Alaska by Alaskans.  It makes no requirement for exporters to take care of Alaskans first in the 
event of disruption of services or reduction of gas flow.  This is an $8 billion pipeline which 
generates no revenue for the state and may actually be the nail in the coffin for the big pipeline. 

Women’s Rights 
 In Alaska abortions are legal as a constitutional privacy issue and is a medical choice to be 
made between a doctor and patient.  State paid abortions, however, are available only in cases of 
rape, incest , or when medically necessary and in each case, the medical provider needs to sign 
off on the reason.  This year, legislation to define “medically necessary” was introduced.  It 
defines “medically necessary“ as a physical reason.  Setting aside the argument about abortion, I 
want to focus on efforts to reduce abortions by lowering the number of unplanned and unintended 
pregnancies in the state.  Increased access to family planning services will reduce abortions and 
save the state money.  My  amendment to instruct the Department of Health and Social Services 
to participate in the Medicaid Women’s Health Program, reimbursed at 90% from the federal 
government, passed the Senate.  I was glad to see my colleagues support family planning services 
and reduce government spending. 

School Vouchers 
 For the 4th year in a row, public education was flat funded by the Governor.  Meanwhile, 
the legislature heard a lot of testimony on a program to provide vouchers to private school 
programs.  A constitutional amendment to allow state funding for private and secular schools was 
introduced.  Fortunately this piece of legislation was held over to next session.  The issue of 
school vouchers has cropped up across the country as states struggle with destitute public finances 
and deteriorating schools.  Children our are greatest resource and I believe the backbone of a 
strong economy is access to quality public education for all.   A recent legislative research report 
estimates the foundation program budget would increase by $100 million per year if private and 
religious students were rolled into the base student allocation. 



http://alaskasenatedems.com/gardner 

http://facebook.com/BertaGardner 

Sen.Berta.Gardner@akleg.gov 

(907) 269-0174 • 716 W. 4th Ave Ste. 450, Anchorage, AK 99501 

  NEIGHBORHOOD CAPITAL PROJECTS 
27th Avenue Pedestrian Safety ‐	$500,000	

U‐Med District Northern Access	-	$20,000,000	
Li le Tree Drive/53rd Ave Sidewalk ‐ $600,000	

Zarvis Place Ligh ng Upgrade ‐ $56,000 

Campbell Creek Stormwater Mi ga on ‐	$340,000	

Campbell  Creek  Trail  Surface  and  Safety  Improvements	 -	
$20,000	
Aquarian Charter School Library Collec on ‐ $65,000 

Lake O s Elementary Computer Lab Upgrade ‐    $10,450	 

North Star Elementary School Readerboard ‐	$30,000	

Romig Middle School Data Closet Cooling	-	$30,000	
Anch. School District Rock Climbing Wall and Mats ‐ $30,000 

Wendler Middle School Intercom System -	$15,000 
West High School Parking Lot Traffic Overflow ‐	$40,050	

Stellar Sec. School Rock Climbing System and Mats ‐ $30,000	

Tudor Elementary School Outdoor Equipment ‐ $8,250	

REGIONAL PROJECTS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Blood Bank of Alaska Facility Expansion ‐	$7,000,000 

Boys and Girls Club of South central Alaska Woodland Park ‐ 
$1,500,000	

Catholic Social Services Clare House Roof Replacement ‐	
$450,000 

Statewide Energy Efficiency Classes Program ‐ $250,000	

Anchorage Community YMCA Facility Expansion ‐	$6,000,000	

Nordic Skiing Association of Anchorage Trail and Equipment 
Upgrades ‐	$950,000 

UA Engineering Building ‐ $15,000,000	

Anchorage Neighborhood Health Center, Interim Patient 
Mobility ‐	$90,000	

Below: Senator Gardner bends the ear of Senators 
Wielechowski, French, and Ellis.   

Below: Senator Gardner tears up the Giveaway  check at a 
Juneau rally.   

Below: Senator Gardner on the senate floor.  



Weatherization and Home Energy Rebate Program 
 The weatherization program administered through the Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation continues to provide immense benefits to residents throughout Alaska.  
Over 9,200 Alaskan homes have applied for and completed the program which 
provides rebates to homeowners who make energy efficient upgrades.  On average, 
homeowners experience energy savings of over $1,300 per year.   This year the 
legislature appropriated $31 million for the Weatherization program and $20 million 
for the Home Energy Rebate Program.   

Renewable Energy  Fund 
 I am proud to continue to serve on the Rural Energy Fund Advisory Committee.  
The Rural Energy Fund is administered through the Alaska Energy Authority.  In 2013 
the Legislature extended the program until 2023 .  Designed to help communities 
stabilize their long term energy costs by reducing dependence on diesel fuel, 
projects completed or underway by 2012 have already saved an estimated  4.8 
million gallons of diesel fuel.   Programs like the Renewable Energy Fund provide 
some long term solutions to the crippling costs of heating homes and living life in 
rural Alaska.   

Kasayulie Settlement 
 In 2011 the state settled a lawsuit dealing with how the state funds 
construction of rural schools.  The state agreed to spend $146 million over the next 
four years on rural school construction.  I am pleased to report that the legislature 
appropriated  $46 million to construct a new school in Nightmute and $25 million to 
start construction on a new facility in Quinhagak.  I will continue  to advocate for 
equitable facilities for all our children to receive a top notch public education. 

Senator Lyman Hoffman 
Serving Aleutians East Borough, Denali Borough,  

Lake and Peninsula Borough, and Fairbanks North Star Borough 

WESTERN ALASKA — Senate District S 
Finance Committee, Community & Regional Affairs Committee, Alaska Arctic Policy 

Commission, Legislative Council Committee, Legislative Centennial Commission, 
World Trade Committee, Conference Committee On HB65 and HB66 



http://www.senatorhoffman.com 

Sen.Lyman.Hoffman@akleg.gov 

(907) 465-4453 • State Capitol Bldg. Room 11, Juneau, AK 99801 

Clockwise from top: Senator Hoffman with 
Michelle Cocran, D. Tyrel McGirt, and Eileen 
Sco  from Unalaska; Senator Hoffman is joined 
by Fracis Smith, Evere  Hunter, Dan Brune, 
Louie Bunyan, and Jessica Murran from Hooper 
Bay for the Career Connec ons program; 
Senator Hoffman with Willie Kasayulie, Olga 
Kinegak, and Howard Dimond with the Yupiit 
School District; Senator Hoffman is joined by 
Beverly Mierzejek, Julia Sargnt, and Nancy 
Gearhart from the Aleu an Pribilof Island Head 
Start; Senator Hoffman and Angie Whitman from 
Bethel a end the Rural Leadership Seminar. 



Senator Bill Wielechowski 
Serving Muldoon, Nunaka Valley, Wonder Park, Russian Jack, Reflection 

Lake, College Gate, and Elmendorf AFB   

ANCHORAGE — Senate District G 

Armed Services Committee, Senate Special Committee on  

Supporting Our Troops 
 Unemployment for separating service members continues to be a primary 
concern for many veterans.  The jobless rate for post 9/11 veterans was 9.9%, with 
young male veterans experiencing unemployment rates of over 18%.  This is 
unacceptable.  I have continued to push legislation that will eliminate the red tape 
veterans face when they leave service and seek employment or education in another 
field where they have already been working for years. 
Jobs for Alaskans 
 One of my greatest responsibilities as your Senator is to find ways to grow our 
economy and create jobs.  This year several pieces of legislation aimed at helping 
businesses to prosper passed the legislature.  SB 7 provides tax relief to small and 
medium sized businesses by adjusting corporate income tax brackets to account for 
inflation.  An amendment I proposed eliminates incomes taxes for the smallest 
Alaskan businesses, those with taxable income under $25,000.  Senate Bill 12 
streamlines and modernizes how the state obtains equipment, materials and 
supplies.  This bill will encourage more competition and allow the state to achieve 
efficiencies while helping Alaskan businesses.   

Giving it Away 

 Encouraging more oil production is a top priority for me.  With more then 90% 
of our state budget provided by oil revenue, it is important we have a tax structure 
that benefits Alaskans and encourages production.  Because of a fair tax structure, 
ACES, we saved $17 billion for Alaska’s future over the last four years .  Additionally, 
we have record employment on the North Slope and companies have been reaping 
near record profits  under ACES.  I don't support draining savings or sacrificing school 
funding, road construction, or public safety to increase  already robust profits for 
outside corporations as the recent oil tax bill does. 



http://senatorbill.org 

http://facebook.com/bill.wielechowski 
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Sen.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg.gov 

(907) 269-0120 • 716 W. 4th Ave Ste. 430, Anchorage, AK 99501 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD CAPITAL PROJECTS 

Senate District G Road Improvements ‐		$1,000,000	

JBER Parking Lot and Deferred Maintenance	-		$7,000,000 
Bartle  High: Safety Improvements -		$1,000,000	
Nunaka Valley Area	Street	and	Pedestrian	Upgrades ‐  $800,000 

East Anchorage Community Town Square ‐ $500,000 

Muldoon  Elementary:  Security  and  Technology  Upgrades  ‐  
$257,500 

Autumn Park Estates/Spring Acres Subdivision Flooding Repairs ‐ 
$225,000 

East High: Technology and Equipment Upgrades ‐ $172,000 

Creekside Elementary: Security Upgrades ‐ $170,000 

Begich Middle School: Technology and Library Updates ‐  $146,000 

Alaska Native Heritage Center ‐  $165,000 

Safe Harbor Transi onal Housing Renova ons  ‐  $65,000 

Aurora Elementary: Upgrade Computers and Reading Room	-		
$57,500 

Nunaka  Valley  Elementary:  School  and  Equipment  Upgrades  ‐  
$51,000 

Pena Park Safety and Field Upgrades 	-		$50,000	
Northeast Boys & Girls Club ‐		$47,500	

Muldoon Library Materials ‐		$40,000 

College Gate Elementary: Mobile Computer Lab ‐  $40,000 

Mt. Spurr Elementary: Technology Upgrades ‐ $33,600 

Orion Elementary: Technology Upgrades ‐	$26,500 

Creekside Park Li le League Field Upgrades ‐	$25,000	

Wonder Park Elementary: Technology Updates ‐ $20,000 

Ptarmigan Elementary: Library Materials and Security Upgrades ‐  
$19,000 

Top: Senator Wielechowski at the Military Apprecia on picnic. 
Middle: Senator Wielechowski meets with students from UAA 
at the capitol. Bo om: Sen.  Wielechowski on the senate floor. 
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