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July 1, 2013 
 
 
Mr. Michael Geraghty 
Attorney General 
P.O. Box 110300  
Juneau, AK 99811-0300 
 
Dear Attorney General Geraghty: 
 
I am writing with regard to the National Security Agency’s PRISM program, which has recently 
come under scrutiny for its secret surveillance of Americans’ phone and internet 
communications. 
  
While I support federal efforts to ensure the safety of all Americans, I am deeply concerned 
about any program that indiscriminately peers into the private communications of law-abiding 
Alaskans without their knowledge and without a specific search warrant. 
 
Public disclosure about this program has been so limited that Alaskans don’t know the extent to 
which their private communications are being tracked.  They also don’t know what type of 
information the federal government is collecting and how it will be used now or in the future. 
 
I am writing to urge you to undertake the following actions as the state’s senior law 
enforcement official: 
 

1) Review whether the state has any legal recourse to limit this type of indiscriminate 
surveillance in Alaska.  As you know, Alaska’s Constitution provides strong protections 
for our privacy, stronger than those contained in the U.S. Constitution.  Can we use our 
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constitutional privacy protections to urge Congress or the National Security Agency to 
limit activities in Alaska that are not authorized with a specific search warrant?  
 

2) Request that the federal government provide a more clear and detailed description of 
the PRISM program and the broad rulings of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court.  
To what extent are emails, Facebook posts, internet searches, and telephone records of 
innocent Alaskans being reviewed?  Can the program be narrowed to better target 
those suspected of criminal activity?  Are there ways to ensure that the privacy rights of 
honest and upstanding Alaskans are not trampled? 

 
We all appreciate the need to monitor unlawful activities long before public safety is 
endangered and track the communications of those intent on harming others.  However, this 
program appears to have a broader reach. 
 
I urge you as our Attorney General to advocate on behalf of Alaskans and ensure that our 
constitutional rights to privacy are not unduly abridged. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Senator Bill Wielechowski 
 


