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Begich Middle School Student, 
Xavior Love, visited with Sen. 

Wielechowski to talk about  
education this session.  

     Over the past four years, the 
Anchorage School District has cut 
about 285 positions, including many 
classroom teachers. This has resulted in 
larger classrooms and the elimination of 
many programs.   
     The Governor dubbed this session “The 
Year of Education,” so I had high hopes we 
would truly make progress improving our 
schools. I advocated for investments that 
would enable schools to prevent further 
layoffs, hire back teaching positions that 
had been cut, and continue to improve 
academic performance and graduation 
rates. 
     Instead, the legislature voted to 
provide less than half the funding 
schools need to reverse cuts from the 
past four years. Our non-partisan 
legislative research department told us 
we’d need to increase the Base Student 
Allocation (BSA) by $400 next year and 
$125 each in the following two years just 

to keep pace with inflation and reverse 
teacher layoffs.  Instead we ended up with a 
real BSA increase of just $146 per student 
next year, $1 the following year and 
nothing the following year, according to 
the Anchorage School District. 
     The legislature also pushed off some of 
its responsibility for public education to 
local taxpayers.  It increased the cap for 
local contributions to school operations and 
the percentage of school bonds cities will 
have to pay off from 30% to 40%.  Both of 
these will lead to increased property taxes. 
     Senate leaders didn’t address education 
until the 11th hour, and then produced 
what I believe is a failure. I am 
disappointed the legislature squandered this 
opportunity to make real changes in 
our schools and to do right by our 
kids. Rest assured, I will continue to 
fight to right this wrong.  Our kids 
deserve the best education we can give 
them.   

THE BATTLE OVER EDUCATION 



This session I worked with my colleagues to  fund improvements to our local schools,   
including:   

 Aurora Elementary – Technology for students and teachers: $155,000 

 Bartlett High School – Concert chairs, lighting, funding for the track: $219,000 

 College Gate Elementary – Computers: $55,500 

 Creekside Park Elementary – Security upgrade: $155,000 

 East High School – Stadium seating, scoreboard, and theater: $1,077,500 

 Muldoon Elementary – Classroom technology, equipment, desks: $152,000 

 Nunaka Elementary – Gym improvements: $250,000 

 Orion Elementary – Technology for students and teachers:$140,000 

 Ptarmigan Elementary – Computers: $50,000 

 Winterberry - Developing outdoor classroom area: $70,000 

 Wonder Park – New computers and desks: $100,000 

     I was happy to vote for and co-sponsor a bill that 
extends the Senior Benefits Program. The current 
program was established in 2007 and provides 
support for Alaskan seniors over the age of 65. The 
amount of the payment depends on income.  
     There have been several versions of the Senior 
Benefits program over the years. In 1972, it began as 
the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program.  
     Statewide, there are almost 11,000 individuals 
taking advantage of this program.  
     This program is run by the Alaska Department of 
Health & Social Services. If you know someone who 
might benefit from this program, search for “Senior 
Benefits Alaska” online or call 1-888-352-4150 to 
apply.  
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     For the past eight years, I have had 
the honor of serving on the Senate 
Judiciary committee. This year, we 
passed several pieces of legislation that 
will improve public safety. The most 
significant was a bi-partisan effort to 
overhaul our corrections system. It has 
three primary objectives -- to hold 
offenders more accountable, reduce 
costs and improve Alaskans’ safety.  This 
legislation will implement highly 
successful models from tough-on-crime 
states to emphasize community 
supervision at much less cost and save 
expensive prison beds for violent 
offenders.  

     We also passed legislation to make it 
illegal to:  

 impersonate a parent for the 
purposes of gaining access  to  a  
child, 

 distribute a recording or image of a 
child gathered for a child abuse 
investigation, 

 send electronic communications that 
insult, taunt, or intimidate a child in 
a manner that causes fear of physical 
injury, and 

 sell drugs packaged as “spice,” 
“potpourri,” or a variety of other 
misleading labels. 

We also took action to:  

 strengthen privacy rights of Alaskans 
by keeping certain court records 
confidential when criminal charges 
are dismissed,  

 allow parents who lose their unborn 
children through the unlawful or 
negligent actions of another person 
to be able to seek civil penalties, 

 continue the Council on Domestic 
Violence and Sexual Assault, and 

 oppose the federal government’s 
mass spying on Americans and 
prevents our state government from 
helping in any way. 

Sen. Wielechowski visited with students 
before the beginning of the session.  

SAFER STREETS & NEIGHBORHOODS 

Sen. Wielechowski with Katie Hurley and Vic Fischer. Vic Fischer is  
An advocate for repealing last year’s oil tax giveaway this August 19. 



     We made substantial headway this 
year improving the lives of military 
families in Alaska. One of the most 
important improvements is reducing 
hurdles for military families with special 
needs children seeking assistance.  
     Another victory was providing free 
vehicle registration for members of the 
Alaska National Guard. Thanks Alaska 
Guard members, for all your help! 
     A major achievement for our bases 
was a bill to give our military facilities 
the tools to create business partnerships 
with local communities. In other states, 
this strengthens bases and reduces the 

likelihood of them being closed. 
     I also sponsored a resolution calling 
on Congress to better assist vets who 
were exposed to Agent Orange in 
Vietnam.  We also called on Congress 
to establish a national center for 
diagnosis, treatment, and research of 
health conditions of vets stemming 
from toxic exposure.     
     I also successfully fought to save a 
tax credit for Alaskan businesses that 
hire veterans. As of June 2011, one 

million veterans were unemployed, and 
the jobless rate for post-9/11 veterans 
was 13% with young male veterans 
(ages 18 to 24) experiencing an 
unemployment rate of 21%. The 
Alaskan veteran unemployment rate for 
2011 was 8%.  
     This winter, the Department of 
Defense announced that both Eielson 
Air Force Base and Joint Base 
Elmendorf Richardson were being 
considered to host a new squadron of 
Lockheed Martin F-35 fighter jets. 
With the potential arrival of the two 
squadrons, 1,959 military personnel 
and their dependents could follow. This 
would boost Alaska’s economy 
significantly. It is very exciting that two 
bases in Alaska are being considered to 
host the F-35s.  
     Finally, we secured funding for Joint 
Base Elmendorf-Richardson for much 
needed deferred maintenance, the 2014 
Arctic Thunder Air Show, and the 
Alaska Veteran’s Museum.  

     With the passage of a bill which 
dramatically rolled back oil taxes and 
the decreasing production from aging 
fields, the amount of oil revenue 
Alaskans are receiving is plummeting. 
This year we expect to receive $5.4 
billion, down from $7.9 billion in 
2013, a 32% drop in one year!  Next 
year, we expect to receive $4.7 billion, 
another 13% drop.      
     As a result, we took steps to reduce 
spending. To better live within our 
means, we spent 2.2% less on state 
operations than the past year. We cut 
spending on infrastructure, such as 
new roads and bridges by $250 
million. 
     Unfortunately, this isn’t enough. 
That is why I was one of 4 “No” votes 
on the operating budget. We need to 
tighten our belts further AND 
reconsider last year’s ill-advised oil 
tax cut. A vote on repealing the tax 
cuts and ensuring Alaskans get a fair 
share of oil revenues will be this 
coming, August 19. 

LIVING ON LESS  

     This year, I worked hard to secure 
funding for our roads in East 
Anchorage. (See list below.) We have 
some of the worst roads in the entire 
city, and every year, I try to help make 
them better.  
     The money in the budget will be 
used to improve drainage, rehabilitate 

pavement, and increase pedestrian 
safety. In addition to roads, I also 
worked with my colleagues to secure 
funding for the Anchorage Park 
Foundation, the Muldoon Boys & Girls 
Club, and the Muldoon Library for 
new books and other technology.   

STANDING UP FOR MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM 
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Sen. Wielechowski with Major General Shields. 

     CAPITAL  BUDGET  

JBER Facilities  
Projects 

$2,350,000 

JBER Deferred 
Maintenance 

$6,469,200 

2014 Arctic  
Thunder Air Show 

$82,500 

Alaska Veterans  
Museum 

$50,000 

                        ROADS & OTHER PROJECTS  

Muldoon Library - New books $40,000 

Wonder Park Corridor Safe Route to School $25,000 

Nunaka Valley & Northeast Anchorage Community  
Patrols 

$10,000 

Muldoon Boys & Girls Club $48,000 

Bolin Street Area Storm Drain $800,000 

Boniface Parkway Pedestrian Improvements $140,000 

Residential Pavement Rehabilitation $250,700 

Senate District-wide Road Improvements $1,786,879 

EAST ANCHORAGE ROAD PROJECTS 
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Stay In Touch On-Line 

If you’d like to receive regular updates on what’s happening 
in the legislature, subscribe to my e-newsletter by 
sending me an e-mail saying “sign me up!” 

 

And don’t forget  

to check out my 

website  

SenatorBill.org 

Call my office any time 

I rely on your great ideas so please keep 
in touch with your suggestions,      
opinions and observations. My email is 
Sen.Bill.Wielechowski@akleg.gov or call 269-0120. 

KEEP IN TOUCH ! 

@wielechowski Senator 
Bill Wielechowski 


