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August 4, 2015 

 

Commissioner Marc Luiken 

Dept. of Transportation & Public Facilities 

PO Box 112500 

Juneau, AK 99811-2500 
 

 

Dear Commissioner Luiken,  

 

We appreciate the efforts by the Department of Transportation to improve Muldoon Road. We 

share the DOT’s concerns regarding safety on this road, and the Legislature has worked to 

appropriate millions of dollars for Muldoon Road corridor improvements in recent years.  

 

As you know, the latest project to install medians is a controversial one in our community, and 

we appreciate that you have postponed the start date. We would like to summarize some of the 

major concerns that we have heard from our constituents regarding this project so that your team 

can take another look at possible solutions. 

 

We have repeatedly heard from local business owners and residents that the addition of these 

medians will impede access to businesses, as well as ingress and egress onto residential streets. 

The DOT response has been that drivers will simply have to make U-turns on Muldoon Road. 

We believe this solution is impractical. Muldoon Road is an extremely busy road, making U-

turns dangerous and time-consuming. Moreover, larger vehicles and those towing trailers, 

campers, etc., will have a difficult time making these turns.  

 

Our other concern is that this project will increase vehicle traffic on small residential roads in a 

couple of ways. First, by decreasing the access routes to businesses and neighborhoods, drivers 

from Muldoon Road will be pushed onto residential streets to reach their destination. Second, 

elimination of access points from residential roads onto Muldoon Road will force local drivers to 

re-route through other neighborhood streets.  

 

It is our understanding from the town hall meeting that DOT expects ONLY a 10 percent 

increase of traffic on residential roads as a result of this project. But since we were told that 30 to 

40 thousand cars travel Muldoon Road each day, this means 3 to 4 thousand additional vehicles 

on our residential streets. As Muldoon is one of the most densely-populated areas in Alaska, with 

many low-income families, there are always pedestrians and children walking along these local 
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roads – the majority of which have no sidewalks. There are also two elementary schools several 

blocks off Muldoon Road – Creekside Elementary and Muldoon Elementary – which 

significantly increase foot traffic. Forcing more vehicles onto these roads is a recipe for disaster.  

 

Questions have also been raised about the impact of this project on public safety’s ability to 

quickly respond to emergencies, as well as the lack of focus on pedestrian traffic concerns on 

and near Muldoon Road. Our constituents look at this project as possibly fixing one problem – 

traffic accidents on Muldoon Road – but creating or pushing a host of other problems onto our 

residential streets. 

 

These concerns have been repeated for over one year at meetings held by your team, yet our 

constituents feel like their input has not been heard or addressed. This was typified at the Town 

Hall meeting we held last week when over 70 residents packed the meeting, most of whom 

passionately expressed the concerns that we have laid out. We were both shocked and dismayed 

when your DOT representative Ken Morton responded by approaching Sen. Wielechowski, 

putting his finger in his face and threatening, “You need to get your constituents under control.”  

 

We were further disappointed that Mr. Morton and DOT Engineer Tom Dougherty quickly left 

after the meeting, without attempting to engage in constructive dialogue about this project. For 

many years, it has appeared to our constituents that the DOT has not been interested in our 

concerns and simply held public meetings to give the façade of listening. The impression that 

these public meetings are not a genuine attempt to engage the people of East Anchorage was 

sadly reinforced by the interactions of last week.  

 

We know that you are committed to a DOT that listens AND responds to the concerns of those 

impacted by the DOT’s projects. We look forward to discussing this further with you in the next 

few days and to seeing the changes your team can make to address the concerns of our 

constituents. 

 

Cordially, 

                                                                          
Senator Bill Wielechowski            Representative Gabrielle LeDoux   

 

 

  Assemblyman Pete Petersen 
 

  

 


